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Berhampur: A youth drowned in Chilika lake on Wednesday while 
trying to immerse an idol. Bibhuti Tari of Alipur village along with three 
other youths had taken a boat to immerse an idol in the lake. However, 
they lost control over the boat and all four of them fell into the lake.

One dead as 
boat capsizes

KOLKATA: Setting a new trend in the time 
of  coronavirus a single screen in the city, 
which had suspended film shows since 
April last week following escalation of  
pandemic cases, will throw open its facili-
ties for a vaccination camp from this 
month. 

The theatre will collaborate with a lead-
ing private healthcare group for the initia-
tive in which those waiting to be vaccinat-
ed will be shown content-rich films for 
free, director of  the popular single screen 
Arijit Dutta told PTI on Wednesday. 

“We will start the camp as soon as vac-
cines are available from the state govern-
ment, hopefully this month itself. Medical 
personnel from the private healthcare 

group will carry out the vaccination and 
other health related activities. We will pro-
vide the logistics and try to ensure that the 
wait for vaccines is not tiring for the peo-
ple who can watch films in air-conditioned 
comfort while strictly following the stipu-
lations of  the health experts,” he said.

Dutta, also a distributor of  films, said 
the vaccination charge at the theatre will 
be the same as in private hospitals.

People who come for the vaccine will 
wait in the auditorium of  the theatre as 
per the Covid-19 protocols. They will be 
ushered to the lobby in the first and sec-
ond floors for the jab and return to the au-
ditorium for the mandatory 30-minute 
wait before leaving, he said.

The registration will be online, Dutta 
said.

The viewing content will be decided 
based on the profile of  the people who 
come for the vaccination taking into con-
sideration usual popular choices, he 
said.

“I took the decision to make my facility 
available for the general people after see-
ing the rush and prolonged wait at the vac-
cination camps in the summer heat. Since 
my theatre is closed now due to the present 
pandemic situation, what better way to be 
of  help to the people? Dutta said.  PTI

Film theatre to turn vax camp 

OHRC seeks report in 4 weeks
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

ODISHA Human Rights Commis-
sion (OHRC) on Wednesday took 
suo motu cognisance of  an alleged 
custodial death at Golanthara po-
lice station in Berhampur and di-
rected Southern Range DIG Satya-
brata Bhoi to submit a factual 
report in this connection within 
four weeks.

The division bench of  OHRC 
Chairperson Justice Bijoy Krishna 
Patel and member Asim Amitabh 
Dash has also directed the DIG to 
submit the CCTV footage of  the po-
lice station four hours prior to the 
deceased was shifted to the 
hospital.

Ganesh Dakua of  Rangipur re-
portedly obstructed the labourers 
working at a construction site in 
the village on Monday, following 
which the cops brought him to 
Golanthara police station to con-
duct an inquiry into the matter.

Dakua was asked to sit at the re-
ception desk area of  the police sta-
tion. At about 8 pm, Dakua at-
tempted to commit suicide by 
using his belt and hanging himself  
from the window’s grill of  the re-
ception centre. The sentry consta-
ble and the diary charge officer 
failed to notice him.

Dakua was rushed to MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital 
where he succumbed. Subsequent-
ly, a case of  unnatural death was 

registered and the Deputy SP (dis-
trict headquarters) was entrusted 
to conduct an inquiry into the 
matter. 

On the direction of  the DIG, a 
team led by Additional SP P 
Routray was constituted to probe 
into the incident of  negligence and 
the possible lapses on part of  the 
police. After the team submitted 
its report, Berhampur SP Pinak 
Mishra suspended diary charge of-
ficer ASI PC Acharya and sentry 
constable DP Jena for negligence.

Golanthara inspector-in-charge 
was also transferred to the district 
police office for free and fair in-
quiry into the incident.

Dakua was reportedly an ac-
cused of  a murder case.

GANJAM CUSTODIAL DEATH  

V  N I L E S H  @ Hyderabad

AMIDST the mounting oxygen 
crisis in the country caused by 
second wave of  Covid-19 pandem-
ic, Hyderabad-based companies 
are developing essential techno-
logical solutions that will play an 
important role in saving the lives 
of  patients in severe health 
conditions.

One such firm is the Apollo 
Computing Laboratories, which 
has developed a portable non-in-
vasive ventilator named Swasth-
Vayu that weighs less than 3kg. 
Developed in collaboration with 
the CSIR-National Aerospace Lab-
oratories, it costs just around 
`1.25 lakh per unit. The company 
has already provided around 1,200 
of  these ventilators to nine hospi-
tals run by the Delhi government, 
recently supplied a few units to 
the government of  Jharkhand 

and has another 2,000 ready to be 
shipped. Speaking to Express, 
Baddam Jaipal Reddy, Managing 
Director of  Apollo Computing 
Laboratories and a former ISRO 
scientist, said that the device can 
be utilised in medical wards, 
make-shift hospitals or even at 
home. It has been successfully 
tested on hundreds of  Covid-19 pa-
tients at various hospitals, includ-
ing Mysore Medical College Hos-
pital and Nizam Institute of  
Medical Sciences, Hyderabad.

An important feature of  Swasth-
Vayu is that it has three layers of  
filtration mechanism -- one each 
at the inlet, inter-stage and exhale 
stage -- to prevent inhaling or ex-
haling of  aerosol and droplets by 
Covid-19 patients as well as health-
care personnel.

Apart from this, it also comes 
with a built-in Li-ion battery that 
provides two to four hours of  bat-

tery back-up, which can prove 
crucial during power cuts or while 
shifting patient from one hospital 
to another. The device is also pro-
grammed to generate six alarms 
to alert the medical attendants for 
patient breath cycle detection and 
has provision to source oxygen up 
to 15-30 litres per minute.

Project Vayuputra
Another essential product is an 

oxygen generator that uses a com-
monly available chemical -- Hy-
drogen peroxide -- to produce oxy-
gen,  designed by Praveen 
Gorakavi, a Hyderabad-based 
chemical engineer, innovator and 
co-founder of  startup The Phi Fac-
tory. Pointing out that there have 
been many instances of  Covid-19 
patients dying of  suffocation at 
home while waiting for an ambu-
lance with oxygen facility, 
Gorakavi said that his product, 

named Project Vayuputra, is 
mainly aimed at avoiding such 
deaths.

This product, which would cost 
as low as `2,500, comes with 20 lit-
ers of  Hydrogen peroxide suffi-
cient enough to serve a person for 
12 hours with medical grade oxy-
gen of  96 per cent purity. Gorakavi 
said that he has already applied to 
the Central Drugs Standard Con-
trol Organisation(CDSCO) seek-
ing NOC for the product and also 
to the Drug Control Authority of  
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 
“We are ready to free-source and 
also have identified manufactur-
ers in Hyderabad and are scouting 
for more manufacturers in other 
cities as well who are ISO certified 
and follow GMP. We will soon take 
up testing of  the product with 500 
models. If  everything goes well, it 
will be available by May 15,” he 
said.

HYDERABAD FIRMS INNOVATE TO 
HELP COVID PATIENTS BREATHE EASY

Two including Bihar native held for arms smuggling
Bhubaneswar: The Special Task Force (STF) of Crime Branch arrested two anti-social elements 
including a native of Bihar for arms smuggling during a raid near Ranital in Bhadrak district late 

on Tuesday night. The STF seized five 7 mm automatic pistols, seven magazines and as many live 
ammunition from the accused, Rabindra Prasad of Bihar’s Munger and Biswanath Bisoi of 

Srikrushnapur in Balasore district. “Preliminary investigation suggests the arms were 
manufactured in Munger. They are of better quality than those manufactured in illegal local units 

of Odisha. Each gun was likely being sold for over `50,000. However, the exact details can be 
ascertained after thorough investigation,” said an STF officer. STF suspects Prasad, who works as 

a driver, had earlier sold the weapons to eight to 10 persons in coastal Odisha and Mayurbhanj. 

Odisha battles sharp fluctuation in new cases, rise in fatalities
F R O M  P 1 . . .

Senior microbiologist and former 
ICMR member Dr Tribhuban Mo-
han Mohapatra said given the low 
testing numbers despite the high 
TPR, it is difficult to assess the ex-
tent of  infection especially when 
the priority is on testing the 
symptomatic people. “There may 

be many more asymptomatic or 
mildly symptomatic people who 
are skipping tests due to lack of  
aggressive testing protocol. Odi-
sha should test at least double the 
number it is testing today,” he 
said.

While delayed treatment at ded-
icated Covid hospitals, late re-
sponse from the RRTs and una-

vai labi l i ty  o f  dr ugs  l ike 
Remdesivir and Tocilizumab at 
private hospitals leading to sever-
ity in moderate case have been 
cited as reasons behind rising 
deaths, health officials claimed 
that the fatalities in the State are 
one of  the lowest and within the 
limit.

Director of  Health Services Dr 

Bijay Mohapatra said the districts 
are testing as per the target and 
the RT-PCR tests in some districts 
were low due to breakdown of  
machines. He, however, insisted 
that there was no delay in treat-
ment of  patients, rather in many 
cases patients are presenting late. 
“Every pandemic has some per-
centage of  mortality,” he stated.

City youths  
on mission to 
overcome  
blood crisis
F R O M  P 1 . . .

“Around 20 to 30 thalasemia pa-
tients visit the hospital on a dai-
ly basis. Besides, blood is also 
required for other critical pa-
tients everyday. However, the pa-
tients are facing a lot of  trouble 
due to the pandemic that has se-
verely affected mega blood dona-
tion camps,” said Haraparasad.  

He said that their blood dona-
tion camps, which are mostly in-
house (organised within the hos-
pital premises) these days, are 
helping in dealing with the crisis 
to some extent.  “We are organis-
ing the camps with just 5-10 do-
nors,” said Niranjan. 

The interesting aspect of  these 
camps is that they are mostly or-
ganised to celebrate birthdays, 
marriage anniversaries and oth-
er such special occasions. Many 
individuals including School 
and Mass Education Minister 
Samir Ranjan Dash and State 
Khadi Board president Sangram 
Paikray with supporters and 
friends have joined the initiative 
and donated blood on their birth-
days. Niranjan said with Odisha 
having a population of  around 
4.5 crore, the annual blood re-
quirement is around 4.5 lakh 
units. However, the State has 
been failing to meet this target, 
more so after the outbreak of  the 
pandemic. 

“Apart from organising mini 
camps, we have also created 
WhatsApp groups with around 
500 members to arrange donors 
for critical patients requiring 
blood in hospitals, including the 
private ones, in the city,” Niran-
jan said. The duo said several 
organisations such as Just Help, 
National Youth Projects and 
Lifeline Charitable Trusts are 
pitching in with monetary sup-
port to their initiative.

No revision  
of land value
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE market value of  immov-
able properties in the State will 
remain unchanged this finan-
cial year in view of  the second 
wave of  Covid-19 pandemic. 

In a letter to all collectors, 
the Revenue and Disaster 
Management department has 
made it clear that there will be 
no revision of  market value 
of  immovable properties this 
year. 

“The value of  immovable 
properties of  all districts as on 
March 31 will remain in force 
till March 31, 2022 in a bid to 
give relief  to registrants,” the 
letter stated.

All the news. 
In just a click.  

Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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