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KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief  Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on Thursday 
said her government has decided to 
grant special permission to all medi-
cal establishments to increase the 
number of  beds by at least 40 per cent 
to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic 
situation.

She said that private hospitals in the 
state have been allowed to increase the 
number of  beds, which will enhance 
the total number of  beds in the hospi-
tals in West Bengal to around 30,000.

“Today we have decided to give spe-
cial permission to all the hospitals to 
increase their bed strength by 40 per 
cent. The decision was taken to ad-

dress the Covid-19 pandemic here,” 
she told reporters at the state secre-
tariat. The chief  minister said that a 
decision was taken to set up oxygen 
plants at all medical and super spe-
cialty hospitals.

“The hospital authorities will be 
able to do it themselves. The medical 
colleges in the districts have been giv-
en the authority to do it themselves 
since doing it centrally may take some 
time. We do not want to waste time,” 
she said. On the question of  getting 
more doctors, she said third-year post 
graduate trainees will be employed in 
treating Covid-19 patients.

“Since their examinations have 

been postponed they can be utilised in 
treating Covid-19 patients. They will 
get some extra benefit for this. It will 
help us in getting 2,000 more doctors 
and nurses,” Banerjee added. 

18,431 cases, 117 deaths

West Bengal’s Covid-19 fatalities rose 
to 11,964 on Thursday after 117 deaths, 
the highest so far in a single day, were 
reported, the health department said 
in a bulletin.

The caseload also mounted to 
9,35,066 after the state registered a 
record one-day spike of  18,431 fresh 
infections. In the last 24 hours, 17,412 
recoveries were reported while the 
number of  active cases increased to 
1,22,774, the bulletin said.

Since Wednesday, 60,105 samples 
have been tested for Covid-19 in West 
Bengal.  PTI

‘Increase beds to treat Covid patients’
Private hospitals granted special permission to up bed strength by 40 per cent

Koraput Deputy 
Collector suspended in 
Kalimela land scam
Malkangiri: The deputy Collector 
of Koraput Alok Kumar Anugulia 
has been suspended for his 
alleged role in illegal settlement 
of government lands in favour of 
18 encroachers during his tenure 
as Kalimela Tehsildar. A letter 
issued in this regard by the 
Principal Secretary of Revenue 
and Disaster Management 
department on Thursday stated 
that Anugulia has been placed 
under suspension and disciplinary 
proceedings against him is being 
contemplated. Anugulia had in 
connivance with two other 
officials illegally registered large 
tracts of government land at 
Kalimela in favour of 18 
encroachers in exchange for 
monetary favours. Subsequently, 
the Revenue department asked 
the Collector Vijay Yedulla to look 
into the issue on December 17 last 
year and submit a report within 10 
days. Sub-Collector Rameshwar 
Pradhan verified the record of 
land in the block and found that 
Anugulia violated the norms while 
registering government land in 
the names of the 18 persons.  ENS

Distressed OSCSC seeks bailout from State govt
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

WITH a market borrowing of  `15,000 
crore and credit rating of  A minus, 
the Odisha State Civil Supplies Corpo-
ration (OSCSC) has urged the State 
government to bail it out from the fi-
nancial quagmire by extending guar-
antee for fresh loan to ensure uninter-
rupted procurement of  rabi paddy 
and smooth implementation of  food 
security schemes.

The State-run corporation sent the 
SOS to the Government after several 
public sectors banks including UCO 
Bank and NABARD refused to extend 
more credit with State government 
guarantee as collateral. 

The recommendation of  UCO 
Bank’s local branch for additional ex-
posure of  `500 crore, over and above 
the `1,700 crore working capital facil-
ity already extended, to the sanction-
ing authorities of  the bank was turned 
down recently due to the unstable fi-
nancial condition of  the State PSU.

Echoing similar concern, NABARD, 
the biggest lender of  `5,000 crore in 
the loan portfolio of  OSCSC, refused 
to raise its exposure any further with-
out government guarantee or letter of  
comfort. “Other lenders including the 
Bank of  India have sounded the need 
for heightened comfort from collateral 
of  government guarantee/comfort let-
ter,” the Food Supplies and Consumer 
Welfare department said.

The market borrowing of  the corpo-

ration has hit the roof  at ̀ 14,850 crore 
and it might cross ̀ 17,000 crore by the 
end of  Rabi procurement of  the cur-
rent kharif  marketing season 
(KMS). 

If  not addressed and reimbursed 
immediately, it will go on increasing 
with every passing day. Of  the total 
market borrowing, `11,320.85 crore is 
due to interest costs amounting to 
`4,700.85 crore up to March 2021 and 
`6,620 crore for subsidy receivable 
from the Centre. 

The stock-in-process and surplus 
godown stock of  CMR have the com-
bined effect of  pushing OSCSC’s bor-
rowing` to ̀ 14,850 crore, said a note of  
the department.

While the Centre has not released 
the provisional subsidy for three quar-
ters of  2020-21 financial year, food sub-
sidy bill to the tune of  `6,620 crore is 
pending till April 30, 2021 of  which 
`1,547 crore pertains to 2020-21 and ad-
vance subsidy claim of  `1,500 crore 
stands receivable for the first quarter 
of  2021-22.  An amount of  `3,573 crore 
food subsidy is pending from 2003-04, 
the note said.

The huge food subsidy bill is pend-
ing with the Centre despite repeated 
request by Chief  Minister Naveen Pat-
naik and Food Supplies and Consum-
er Welfare Minister RP Swain to the 
Centre to release the amount as the 
State is facing funds crunch to carry 
out decentralised procurement of  
paddy.
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Odisha reports  
10K plus cases; 
high TPR concern 
F R O M  P 1 . . .

The share of  RT-PCR was only 
2.5 pc in Dhenkanal, 5.8 pc in 
Balangir and 9.3 pc in Puri. Od-
isha is among the 12 states, 
which are now contributing 
significantly to the national 
tally with a high positivity rate. 
As per the Ministry of  Health 
and Family Welfare, the TPR in 
the State was 23 pc between 
April 26 and May 2. 

As per data compiled by 
ICMR, 16 states have more than 
20 pc TPR and the rate in Odis-
ha is higher than that of  Kerala 
(22 pc), Himachal Pradesh (20 
pc), Tamil Nadu (19 pc), Bihar 
(18 pc), Punjab (17 pc) and 
Jharkhand (16 pc). The alarm-
ing TPR notwithstanding, the 
number of overall testing and 
the share of  RT-PCR continued 
to remain much lower in Odis-
ha than many other states. De-
spite clear instruction from the 
Centre to test at least 70 pc of  
the samples through RT-PCR, it 
has never crossed 40 pc. 

Apart from low testing, al-
leged data fudging by the Health 
directorate in terms of  positive 
cases has come to fore. As per 
testing reports compiled by dis-
trict officials of  Keonjhar, as 
many as 287 people had tested 
positive on April 27. But sur-
prisingly, the State government 
announced only 175 cases the 
next day. While the sharp fluc-
tuation in number of  cases in-
dicates ‘data management’ at 
some level, health authorities 
refuted the allegations. Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary of  
Health, PK Mohapatra said the 
directorate is sharing the 
number of  cases received from 
the districts. 

Of  the 10,521 fresh cases, 
5,945 were in quarantine and 
the rest were local infections. 
Khurda, Sundargarh and Cut-
tack registered the maximum 
number of  new cases at 1,477, 
1,186 and 963 respectively. Ten 
districts recorded more than 
300 cases each.  With this the 
tally rose to 5,00,162 of  which 
4,23,257 have recovered and the 
active cases stood at 74,731.

The maximum four deaths 
were reported from Khurda, 
two each from Balasore and 
Malkangiri and one each from 
Boudh, Deogarh, Jharsuguda, 
Keonjhar, Kalahandi, Naya-
garh, Rayagada, Sambalpur 
and Sundargarh.

High Court orders personal 
appearance of K’para SP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Cuttack

THE Orissa High Court’s vacation 
bench has directed the SP of  Kend-
rapara to appear in person on May 
12 over no progress in proceedings 
in the cases registered in connec-
tion with illegal operation of  trawl-
ers on Gahirmatha coast in the last 
10 years.

The vacation bench of  Chief  Jus-
tice S Muralidhar and Justice BP 
Routray issued the direction to the 
SP on Wednesday to appear in vir-
tual mode on that day to explain why 
effective steps have not been taken in 
12 cases registered since 2011.

The bench found that the 12 cases 
were registered against 10 different 
trawlers between November 2011 
and December 2020. One Niranjan 
Mandal was named accused in nine 
of  the cases. While he was acquitted 
in one case, no progress in proceed-
ings was made in the rest eight 
cases.

As evident from the affidavit sub-
mitted by the SP, the two other ac-
cused named in three other cases 
belonged to the same family. Both 
were the son of  Niranjan Mandal. 
No progress was made in the three 

cases registered against Manas Man-
dal and Makhan Mandal. In fact, 
Manas was acquitted in one case. 

The affidavit was filed in pursu-
ance of  a direction by the Court on 
April 27 to submit a report on the 
present status of  all the cases regis-
tered since 2011 against the prime 
accused and his family members 
who were involved in the recent at-
tack (March 15) on a patrolling boat 
on Gahirmatha coast.

The vacation bench also took note 
of  Amicus Curiae Mohit Agarwal’s 
submission that even in the case 
arising out of  the March 15, a case 
relating which had been registered 
at Talachua marine police station, 
the named accused had obtained 
protection from arrest in an antici-
patory bail application filed in the 
High Court.

According to the report of  the 
Amicus Curiae, on March 15, the pa-
trolling team of Gahirmatha Wild-
life Range and APR police person-
nel detected a fishing trawler in the 
sanctuary area. When the trawler 
was attempted to be intercepted, 
crew members of  the trawler at-
tacked the patrolling staff  with 
sharp weapons. 

Mamata Banerjee, 
WB Chief Minister

We have decided to give special 
permission to all the hospitals to increase 
their bed strength by 40 per cent


