
JERUSALEM

ISRAEL and the Palestinian militant group Hamas have 
agreed to a ceasefire, bringing to an end 11 days of  bombard-
ment, the heaviest flare-up since the 2014 Gaza War, that has 
left over 240 people dead and threatened to destabilise the 
volatile region.

The ceasefire, which followed mounting pressure from 
the US, Egypt and other international brokers to halt the 
violence, came into effect on Friday. The Israeli Security 
Cabinet voted to accept the ceasefire late Thursday as the 
Israeli south and Gaza remain inflamed.

However, the truce faced an early test when clashes broke 
out between Palestinian protesters and Israeli police follow-
ing Friday prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, a 
flashpoint holy site in Jerusalem that is sacred to Jews and 
Muslims. It was unclear what sparked the violence. 

Police fired stun grenades and tear gas, and Palestinians 
hurled rocks after hundreds took part in a celebratory dem-
onstration in which they waved Palestinian and Hamas 
flags and cheered the militant group. Protesters also clashed 
with Israeli troops in parts of  the occupied West Bank, 

which has seen violent demonstrations 
in recent days linked to Jerusalem and 
Gaza.

Celebratory demonstrations took 
place in the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
as well. Fireworks, singing, and pa-
rades down the streets could be seen in 
uploaded videos on social media. Both 
Israel and Hamas have claimed victory 
in the conflict that has left over 240 peo-
ple, including an Indian caregiver in 
Israel, dead.

The Security Cabinet unanimously 
agreed to a “mutual and uncondition-
al” cessation of  hostilities, according 
to a statement from Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Office.

“The political leadership empha-
sised that reality on the ground is what 

will determine if  the campaign continues or not,” the state-
ment said.

Netanyahu did however inform the Israel Defence Forces 
to prepare for a scenario in which Hamas did not respond 
to Egypt’s ceasefire offer.  

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi thanked US Pres-
ident Joe Biden for his role in the success of  the Egyptian 
brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. He added that 
both see the urgency in managing the conflict between the 
parties through diplomacy. 

Biden hailed the ceasefire, saying both Palestinians and 
Israelis deserve to live safely.  “I believe the Palestinians and 
Israelis equally deserve to live safely and securely and to 
enjoy equal measures of  freedom, prosperity, and democ-
racy. My administration will continue our quiet, relentless 
diplomacy toward that end. I believe we have a genuine op-
portunity to make progress and I’m committed to working 
for it,” Biden said on Thursday.  “We remain committed to 
working with the United Nations and other international 
stakeholders to provide rapid humanitarian assistance and 
to marshal international support for the people of  Gaza and 
the Gazan reconstruction efforts,” he said.  AP

Israel, Hamas agree 
to ceasefire after days 
of deadly fighting

WHEN DID IT BEGIN?
Fighting began in Gaza on May 10 after weeks of rising 
Israeli-Palestinian tension in East Jerusalem that 
culminated in clashes at a holy site revered by both Muslims 
and Jews. Hamas began firing rockets after warning Israel to 
withdraw from the site, triggering retaliatory airstrikes. 
Israeli Defence Minister Benny Gantz said the Gaza offensive 
had yielded “unprecedented military gains”. Israel carried 
out hundreds of air  strikes in Gaza, while Hamas has fired 
more than 4,000 rockets at central and southern Israel

Palestinians on Friday inspect the destroyed building in Gaza City that 
housed offices of AP and other media, after it  was hit last week by Israeli 
airstrike |  AP/PTI

JAKARTA

MORE than a thousand Muslims rallied outside the US Em-
bassy in Jakarta on Friday to denounce American support 
for Israel and demand an end to Israeli airstrikes in the 
Gaza Strip.  

The protesters marched from several mosques after Fri-
day prayers to a major street outside the embassy, which 
was under heavy police guard.

They halted traffic along the way as they chanted ‘Allahu 
Akbar,’ or ‘God is Great,’ and ‘Save Palestinians.’ 

Authorities with loudspeakers warned protesters to 
maintain social distancing during the demonstration, or-
ganised by the Islamic Student Association and several 
other groups, to prevent the spread of  the Covid. More than 
3,000 police, many wearing hazmat suits, were deployed to 
secure the embassy and the nearby presidential palace and 
UN mission.

Indonesia, the world’s most populous Muslim-majority 
nation, does not have formal diplomatic relations with Is-
rael and there is no Israeli embassy in the country. 

It has been a strong supporter of  Palestinians, and Presi-
dent Joko Widodo has condemned the Israeli airstrikes. 

Media reports said similar protests were held in at least 
10 provincial capitals and cities across Indonesia.  AP

Indonesia Muslims protest 
against Israel airstrikes    

$37,579
donated by Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry on Friday to Red Cross’ ‘India Covid Relief Fund’
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