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US will aid
Gaza without
helping Hamas,

WEDNESDAY /(. ( )

JERUSALEM

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken vowed on Tuesday to
“rally international support”
to aid Gaza following a devas-
tating war there while keeping
any assistance out of the hands

he began a regional tour to
shore up last week’s cease-fire.

The 11-day war between Is-
rael and Hamas killed more
than 250 people, mostly Pales-
tinians, and caused widespread
destruction in the impover-
ished coastal territory. The

Friday has so far held, but it did
not address any of the underly-
ing issues in the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, something
Blinken acknowledged after
meeting with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
“We know that to prevent a re-

the space created to address a
larger set of underlying issues
and challenges. And that begins
with tackling the grave human-
itarian situation in Gaza and
starting to rebuild,” he said.
“The US will work to rally in-
ternational support around

our own significant contribu-
tions.” He added that the US-
would work with its partners
“to ensure that Hamas does not
benefit from the reconstruction
assistance.”

Blinken will not be meeting
with Hamas, which does not

and which Israel and the US
consider a terrorist organisa-
tion. Blinken addressed the
larger conflict, saying “we be-
lieve Palestinians and Israelis
equally deserve to live safely, to
enjoy equal measures of free-
dom and opportunity, to be

says Blinken

of its militant Hamasrulers,as truce that came into effect on turnto violence, we havetouse that effort while also making recognise Israel’sright to exist treated with dignity.” AP
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