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1,938 test positive in Thrissur dist
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Thrissur 

THE restrictions imposed in 
the district as part of  the 
statewide lockdown have 
started to bear fruit with 
daily Covid count wit-
nessing huge dip and 
test positivity rate 
coming down. On 
Thursday, 1,938 people 
tested positive for Cov-
id while the test positivi-
ty rate reduced to 18.89% 
from 25% in the beginning of  
the month. 

Among the cases on the day, 
1,920 contracted the infection 
through local transmission 

while 6 people came from oth-
er states. Eight health workers 
are among the infected. The 
source of  infection remains 
unknown in 4 cases. The dis-

trict has 14,109 active cases 
of  which 8,418 are un-

der home isolation. 
In the past 24 

hours, 10,261 sam-
ples were tested -- 
6,218 antigen tests, 

3,878 RT-PCR and 165 
TrueNat tests. So far, a 

total of  17,05,229 samples 
were examined in the district. 
The test positivity rate in two 
local bodies recorded above 
50% -- Elavally (56.03 %) and 
Engandiyoor (51.35 %).  

Wi-Fi a reality in Singapara tribal colony
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Palakkad 

OUTGOING Ottappalam sub-col-
lector Arjun Pandian visited the 
adivasi colony of  Singapara (Muth-
ikulam) on Thursday. Located in-
side the Siruvani forest around 30 
kilometres from Mannarkad, the 
colony is part of  the Sholayur pan-
chayat of  Attappadi. Arjun Pandi-
an who reached the colony to inau-
gurate its first Wi-Fi connectivity 
project, also marks a fulfillment of  
his efforts to the tribal community 
of  the region. 

The children of  the 36 Irula tribal 
families who live here were unable 
to pursue online education with no 
internet connectivity reaching the 
colony. Local residents had to travel 
for two to three hours to access the 
village and panchayat offices at 
Sholayur.

As the nodal officer of  Attappadi, 
Arjun Pandian during an earlier 
visit to the Singapara colony in 
February 2021, had found that 25 
students were unable to pursue on-
line education. They had to walk 

five kilometres (till S curve) outside 
the forest to access mobile 
network.

  It was in March when a meeting 
called by the sub-collector in which 
the forest department agreed to ac-
cord  the required permissions and 
the Siruvani Irrigation project 
agreed for  extending their BSNL 
leased line to the Singapara colony. 
Officials of  the tribal department, 
Siruvani Irrigation project, and 
BSNL had participated in the meet-
ing. The BSNL leased line was pro-

vided for monitoring the  water 
level in the Siruvani dam.

The next meeting approved the 
project. Finally, the BSNL executed 
the work extending the lease line 
connection. The tribal colony saw 
its first Wi-Fi routers being in-
stalled here this past week.

  For the first time in the history 
of  Muthikulam colony, people can 
now access the internet from the 
colony itself.  With initial speeds of  
8 mbps, the facility can be accessed 
by 10 users at a time. 

FB post row: 
Action sought 
against school 
principal
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad 

THE Adivasi Action Coun-
cil has demanded that ac-
tion needs to be taken 
against Hemavaishnavi, 
principal of  the Govern-
ment Vocational Higher 
Secondary School, Agali, 
for referring to the tribal 
community as those with 
‘no culture’ and who ‘mis-
behave’ with others. The 
remarks were made in a 
Facebook post she had 
written, which was also 
shared in a WhatsApp 
group called ‘Voice of  
Attappadi’. 

P V Suresh, chairman, 
Adivasi Action Council, 
said the incident occurred 
three months ago.  He said 
that the principal had ear-
lier served a six-month 
suspension following a 
Vigilance report on some 
financial irriegularities. 
He said that it needs to be 
inquired on how inspite of  
such a background she 
managed to become the 
principal of  the school. He 
said that the reference to 
the personal lives of  two 
teachers in the school by 
the principal was also 
distasteful.

Dalit outfit Bhim Army 
has condemned the re-
marks of  the principal in 
a social media post.  

Kunnamkulam municipality 
to intensify Covid curbs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur

A MEETING of  Kunnamkulam 
municipality authorities, in 
the presence of  the sectoral 
magistrate, decided to intensify 
the Covid restrictions in its 
limit as the cases are rising 
here. 

“As many as 10 out of  37 
wards in the municipality are 
containment zones. In addition, 
the number of  active cases is 
above 15 in more than 10 wards. 

It has been decided to intensify 
the restrictions in such areas,” 
said municipality chairperson 
Seetha Raveendran. 

The meeting decided to de-
ploy squads to ensure that peo-
ple don’t gather in the name of  
purchasing essential goods or 
any other reason. Squads will 
visit commercial establish-
ments to check that people 
abide by the restrictions. More 
volunteers will be deployed to 
support police officers.

Rain check: Collector 
visits Enamavu bund
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Thrissur

DISTRICT Collector S Shana-
vas on Thursday visited the 
E n a m a v u  b u n d  a n d 
Vadakkechira, to review 
the preparations ahead 
of  monsoon season.

The Enamavu regu-
lator and Vadakkechira 
are two crucial parts of  
the water management 
system of  Thrissur city. 
The natural canals through 
kole wetlands reach Enamavu 
regulator and the excess wa-
ter released into sea. In previ-
ous years, the delay in open-
ing the Enamavu regulator 

had led to water logging in the 
low-lying areas. Following 
this, local residents in the re-
gion had urged the district ad-
ministration to open the regu-

lator at the right time and 
to remove blocks in the 

natural canals.
At Vadakkechira, 

the drainage system 
was partially blocked 
due to the recent ren-

ovation of  North bus 
stand and hence chances 

are high for water logging in 
the region. The collector said 
steps would be taken to divert 
the excess water into the natu-
ral canal so that water logging
could be avoided. 

Ottappalam sub-collector Arjun Pandian with tribal students of Singapara colony who were 
presented with footballs after the inaugural function

2,592 new cases  
in Palakkad

Minister 
reviews 

Covid 
control

Palakkad: The number of positive 
cases dropped in Palakkad 
district and 2,592 positive cases 
were reported on Thursday. The 
recoveries at 3,144 also 
outstripped the positive cases. 
There were 1,259 primary 
contacts and the source of 
infection of 1,318 people were 
also not known. Another 11 
health workers also tested 
positive and 4 persons who 
arrived from other states also 
tested positive. Of the positive 
cases, the most number was 
reported in the Palakkad 
municipal area with 360 cases; 
Thenkurissy with 130 cases; and 
Pirayiri and Ottappalam with 103 
cases. There were 20,954 active 
cases. 

Palakkad: A review meet was chaired by Electricity Minister K Krishnankutty on 
Thursday to assess the Covid prevention measures in the district. District 
Medical Officer K P Reetha explained the prevention measures to those in 
participation. The DMO said if it was found that one person has tested positive 
in a family were there were many members, he or she will be moved to DCCs.

MP writes to Modi 
over distribution of 

Ayush-64 medicines 
Thrissur: T N Prathapan, MP, 
has addressed a letter to the 
prime minister criticising the 

Central government’s action of 
entrusting the distribution of 

Ayush-64 medicines with 
RSS-affiliated NGO Seva 

Bharathi. In his letter, he said 
that at the time of distress the 

Central government is playing 
politics and entrusting the 

distribution  of Ayush-64 
medicines with a political 

organisation. “Why don’t the 
Centre give it to state 

governments which will make 
the entire procedure 

transparent? Instead, they 
chose the political organisation 

without any guidelines,” read 
the letter. Prathapan also 

alleged that instead of 
questioning the decision made 

by the Centre, the LDF-led 
state government here was 

remaining silent on the issue.
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