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8,452 
undocumented migrants have reached UK this year 
in small boats compared with 8,417 people in 2020

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 36 21 HR
Colombo 29 26 LC
Dhaka 33 27 TDS
Dubai 42 34 SNY
Houston 33 26 TDS
Istanbul 27 22 SNY
London 28 15 SNY 

Los Angeles 31 20 LC
Melbourne 11 6 LC
Moscow 22 14 SNY
New York 29 19 LC
Singapore 31 27 LC
Toronto 25 17 LC
Washington 29 19 LC

25 dead, 1 million affected as rain pounds China
BEIJING

CHINA’S military blasted a 
damaged dam to divert the surg-
ing waters of  a flooded river as 
25 people, including 12 subway 
passengers, were killed when 
the heaviest rainfall in 1,000 
years hit central Henan prov-
ince, official media reports said 
on Wednesday.

A total of  1.24 million people 
were affected and 1,60,000 evac-
uated, state-run Global Times 
reported.

The Army sent its troops ear-
ly on Tuesday morning to a 
damaged dike in Yichuan coun-
ty to explode it to divert the 
floodwater, state-run China Dai-
ly reported.

A total of  75 soldiers and sol-
diers of  an engineering chemi-
cal defence brigade under the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
Theatre Command completed 
the task of  blasting and divert-
ing the floodwater from the dam 
of  Yihetan in Yichuan County 
at about 6 am and started follow-

up rescue operations, China 
News Network reported.

The official media quoted lo-
cal authorities as saying that 25 

people were killed and seven 
others listed missing in the 
massive floods.

Twelve people were killed and 
five others injured when sub-
way stations were hit by the 
floods, the report said. The vic-
tims died when their subway 
train was hit with rapidly ris-
ing floodwaters on Tuesday 
night, the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post re-
ported. Two people were killed 
when a wall collapsed.

The massive floods, described 

by meteorologists as a once-in-
a-lifetime event, has resulted in 
apocalyptic scenes in the pro-
vincial capital Zhengzhou, a 
metropolis of  12.6 million, with 
its public avenues and subway 
tunnels getting submerged with 
surging waters.

Videos posted on the Chinese 
social media showed petrified 
passengers trapped in subway 
trains clinging on to handlebars 
desperately waiting for help as 
floodwaters raised up to their 
necks. PTI

1.6 lakh people evacuated; army deployed to rescue those trapped in inundated subways, hotels and public places

Widespread damage
Body for cultural heritage warned 

some key heritage sites had 
suffered damage, including the 

Shaolin temple and the Longmen 
Grottoes, a UNESCO heritage site 
dating back to the fifth century. 

Henan is the birthplace of 
traditional Chinese martial arts

100 kidnapped victims freed
LAGOS

GUNMEN in northwest Nigeria have released 100 kid-
napped victims, many of  them nursing mothers and chil-
dren, who had been held captive for about six weeks.

Police spokesman in Zamfara State, Mohammed Shehu, 
said Wednesday that the victims had been abducted from 
Manawa village on June 8. The government “successfully 
secured the unconditional release of  the victims” without 
paying any ransom, he said. Armed gangs operate in Zam-
fara and other states in northwestern and north-central 
Nigeria. The bandits are blamed for the recent  
mass abductions of  schoolchildren in northern Nigeria.


