
09 WARANGAL THURSDAY  22�07�2021

8,452 
undocumented migrants have reached UK this year 
in small boats compared with 8,417 people in 2020

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 36 21 HR
Colombo 29 26 LC
Dhaka 33 27 TDS
Dubai 42 34 SNY
Houston 33 26 TDS
Istanbul 27 22 SNY
London 28 15 SNY 

Los Angeles 31 20 LC
Melbourne 11 6 LC
Moscow 22 14 SNY
New York 29 19 LC
Singapore 31 27 LC
Toronto 25 17 LC
Washington 29 19 LC

25 dead, 1 mn 
affected as rain 

pounds China
President Xi Jinping deploys army to 
rescue those trapped in inundated 
subways, hotels and public places

BEIJING

AT LEAST 25 people, includ-
ing 12 subway passengers, 
were killed when the heavi-
est rainfall in 1,000 years hit 
China’s central Henan prov-
ince, prompting President 
Xi Jinping on Wednesday to 
deploy the Army to rescue 
those trapped in inundated 
subways, hotels and public 
places.

A total of  12.4 lakh 
people were affected 
and 1,60,000 evacuat-
ed, state-run Global 
Times reported. The 
official media quot-
ed local officials as 
saying that 25 peo-
ple were killed and 
seven others listed 
missing in the mas-
sive floods.

Twelve people 
were killed and five 
o t h e r s  i n j u re d 
when subway sta-
tions were hit by 
the floods, the re-
port said.

They died when 
their subway train 
was hit with rapid-
ly rising floodwa-
ters on Tuesday 
night, the Hong 
Kong-based South 
China Mor ning 
Post reported.

Two people were 
also killed when a 
wall collapsed.

The massive floods, de-
scribed by meteorologists as 
a once-in-a-lifetime event, 
has resulted in apocalyptic 
scenes in the provincial cap-
ital Zhengzhou, a metropolis 
of  12.6 million, with its pub-
lic avenues and subway tun-
nels getting submerged with 
surging waters.

Videos posted on the Chi-
nese social media showed 
petrified passengers trapped 
in subway trains clinging on 

to handlebars desperately 
waiting for help as floodwa-
ters raised up to their 
necks.

Official media released 
videos of  rescue workers 
helping people stuck in sub-
way tunnels to safety.

Videos showed people try-
ing to wade through floods 
in the downtown of  the city 
while scores of  cars and oth-
er vehicles washed away. 

Some videos also showed 
people falling into the 

massive cave-ins of  
the roads. Rainwa-
ter poured into the 
subway tunnel of  

the city’s Line Five, 
trapping an un-
known number of  
passengers aboard 
a subway train.

Xi ordered the 
deployment of  the 
People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) and 
said that authori-
ties at all levels 
must give top prior-
ity to ensuring peo-
ple’s safety and 
property as mas-
sive floods ravaged 
the province and 
Zhengzhou city.

The PLA Central 
Theatre Command 
u r g e n t l y  d i s -
patched troops to a 
county in rain-hit 
Henan where a 
dam is under threat 

of  collapse due to serious 
damage caused by the rains. 
The downtown area of  
Zhengzhou received an aver-
age precipitation of  457.5 
mm within 24 hours on 
Tuesday. Henan is home to 
many cultural sites and a 
major base for industry and 
agriculture. Reports said 
that Shaolin Temple, known 
for its Buddhist monks’ mas-
tery of  martial arts, was 
also hit by floods.   PTI

People look out at cars floating in floodwaters after heavy rains hit the city 
of Zhengzhou in China’s central Henan province on Wednesday |  AFP

GERMANY OKAYS $470-MN IMMEDIATE RELIEF PACKAGE
BERLIN

CHANCELLOR Angela Mer-
kel’s cabinet approved a huge 
emergency aid package Wednes-
day for flood-stricken regions of  
Germany and said billions 
would be needed to rebuild 
homes, businesses and vital 

infrastructure.
A week into the region’s worst 

flooding disaster in living mem-
ory, which has killed at least 170 
in Germany and 31 more Bel-
gium, the right-left “grand coa-
lition” government unlocked 
some 400 million euros ($470 
million) in immediate relief. 

Half  will come from the federal 
government of  Europe’s top 
economy and the rest from the 
16 regional states, Finance Min-
ister Olaf  Scholz said.

“We will make sure that life 
can go on,” Scholz told report-
ers in Berlin. He said the com-
ing months would bring a “bil-

lions-strong reconstruction 
programme to clear the devas-
t a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r e 
infrastructure”. 

“We will rebuild -- rebuild 
businesses, rebuild factories, 
rebuild buildings,” he said.

The damage caused by the 
floods is likely to cost the insur-

ance industry up to five billion 
euros ($5.9 billion), the GDV in-
surance industry association 
said. However, the real cost is 
likely to be much higher as less 
than half  of  Germans in the af-
fected states are insured against 
heavy rain and floods, the asso-
ciation said.  AFP

Former Pak diplomat’s 
daughter murdered in 
Islamabad, 1 arrested

ISLAMABAD

A FORMER Pakistani diplomat’s daugh-
ter has been murdered here, according to 
a media report on Wednesday, just days 
after a major diplomatic row broke out be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan over the 
alleged abduction of  the daughter of  Af-
ghanistan’s Ambassador in Islamabad.

Noor Mukadam, 27, daughter of  Shau-
kat Mukadam, was found dead in the capi-

tal’s upscale Sector F-7/4 area on Tuesday, Dawn newspaper 
reported. Mukadam has in the past served as Pakistan’s am-
bassador to South Korea and Kazakhstan. “Noor was first 
shot at and then was slaughtered,” Samaa TV quoted the 
investigating officer as saying.  Another persona was also 
injured in the attack. A friend of  Noor has been arrested in 
connection to the murder, police said. “A man named Zahir 
Jaffer, who was allegedly involved in the murder, was ar-
rested on the spot and taken to the police station,” Samaa TV 
quoted the Islamabad police as saying. The killing comes as 
a storm brews over the safety of  diplomatic missions and its 
personnel in Pakistan. Agencies

Noor Mukadam | 
SOURCE: TWITTER

Trump inaugural panel head arrested
Los Angeles: Tom Barrack, 74, the chair of former President 
Donald Trump’s 2017 inaugural committee was arrested on 

Tuesday on charges alleging he secretly conspired to influence US 
policy to benefit the United Arab Emirates, even while he was 

seeking a position as an American diplomat.
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Operation on 
to divert 

floodwaters
China’s military 

has blasted a dam 
to release 

floodwaters 
threatening one of 

its most heavily 
populated 

provinces. The 
dam operation 
was carried out 

late Tuesday night 
in the city of 

Luoyang. State 
media showed 

waters at waist 
height, with rain 

still coming down.


