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The first Summer Games in 
1896 did not have women ath-
letes. It was because of  a ques-
tionable set of  beliefs held by 
the Olympics’ chief  architect, 
Pierre de Coubertin. Accord-
ing to a document published by 
the United Nations in 2007, he 
had said: “no matter how tough-
ened a sportswoman may be, 
her organism is not cut out to 
sustain certain shocks.” Even 
though women were allowed to 
compete from 1900, there was 
prejudice.

That historical wrong, the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) says, will be corrected 
in 2024. The body is aiming for 
true gender parity for the first 
time at the Paris Games (it’s 
about 51:49 in Tokyo). 

To recognise Coubertin’s role 
in the Olympic Movement, his 
statue is installed at Japan 
Sport Olympic Square, a stone 
throw away from the National 
Stadium that will host the 
Opening and Closing Ceremo-
ny. When the athletics events 
begin on July 30, one can rea-
sonably assume that the likes 

of  Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, Si-
fan Hassan and Allyson Felix 
will see that statue on their 
way. At the Olympics, the three 
are not just expected to medal 
but in a way that could break 
several records. What would 
Coubertin think?

****
For all the emphasis on partici-
pation, the Games have always 
been defined by the superhu-
man feats of  the athletes. These 
feats, some achieved against 
extreme adversity, have gone 
on to define the legacy of  the 
Games (Michael Phelps in Bei-
jing, Paavo Nurmi in Paris, 
Jesse Owens in Berlin etc. etc).
In that context, picking a lega-
cy for the Tokyo Games will be 
easy. Covid-19. It can be called 
the ‘The Pandelympics’. 

Several officials, including 
Tokyo governor, Yuriko Koike, 
had attested that the Games go-
ing ahead would mean people 
coming together to celebrate 
defeating the virus. If  any-
thing, the virus continues to 
defeat humans. The Games will 
be played to a soundtrack of  
zero cheers, the eerie silence a 
reminder that the world is still 

battling one of  its gravest cri-
ses of  recent times.

Rick Burton, who was the 
chief  marketing officer for the 
US Olympic Committee in Bei-
jing in 2008, wonders if  Covid 
won’t hold centre-stage. “Won-
der if  centre-stage will not be 
held by the pandemic and Cov-
id-19,” he told this daily. Aca-
demic Simon Chadwick echoes 
the same feeling. “I don’t think 
the athletes will necessarily be 
centre-stage anywhere, because 
I think the virus & the ramifi-
cations of  the effects of  the vi-
rus will be the big star.” 

Keeping Covid-19 to one side, 
the one theme that is likely to 
emerge from Tokyo is the 
preeminence of  women ath-
letes. This means women will 
likely lord over men in adver-
tising campaigns (Simone Biles 
and Naomi Osaka), scale new 
medal hauls (Felix), stand up 
for injustice (too many to men-
tion) create classic rivalries 
(Hassan vs Letesenbet Gidey, 
Kate Ledecky vs Ariarne Tit-
mus), challenge sports policies 
(Laurel Hubbard), pen impos-
sible stories (Fraser-Pryce) and 
bring in Generation Z (Sky 

Brown). Chadwick, director of  
the Centre for Eurasian Sport, 
agrees. “This Olympics could 
be a major tipping point. 
Whereby women are more 
prominent, they are commer-
cially valuable as endorses and 
as brand ambassadors. Their 
activism, their values and their 
voices mark them as being dif-
ferent. Their voice is really im-
portant as people are beginning 
to listen.” One of  the main un-
dercurrents that will be visible 
throughout the Games is the 
way athletes protest injustice.

If  Phelps and Usain Bolt 
were the biggest names of  the 
last couple of  editions, it’s hard 
to look beyond Biles this time.  
On top of  that, she will likely 
perform the ‘Yurchenko Dou-
ble Pike’, a manoeuvre so 
tricky to execute only one wom-
an has performed it before in a 
competitive event: Biles her-
self. But Biles isn’t the only one 
chasing immortality. Hassan is 
aiming to become to win the 
1500m, 5000m and 10000m in 
one week. Felix is one away 
from medalling in Olympics 
across three decades.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Her & there: New Olympic story Refugee defector from 
Iran to face Iranian
A defector from Iran who 
competes in taekwondo for the 
refugee team at the Tokyo 
Olympics was drawn on 
Thursday to face an Iranian 
opponent in the qualifying 
round. Kimia Alizadeh, who left 
Iran citing institutional sexism, 
will face Nahid Kiyani Chandeh 
in the 57-kilogram class on 
Sunday. Alizadeh was the first 
Iranian women to win an 
Olympic medal when she took 
bronze at the 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Games when she was 
18. She later criticized wearing 
the mandatory hijab headscarf, 
which she had to wear in Rio, 
and left Iran to live in Germany. 

IOC to include athletes 
kneeling in highlights 
After images of Olympic 
football players taking a knee 
were excluded from official 
highlight reels and social media 
channels, the IOC said Thursday 
that kneeling protests will be 
shown in the future. The 
concession under Olympic 
Charter Rule 50, which has long 
prohibited any athlete protest 
inside event venues, was finally 
allowed this month by the IOC. 

Bear sighting at 
baseball stadium
A bear appears to have ignored 
the ban on spectators at the 
Olympics. Japanese media 
reported a bear was seen by 
guards early Wednesday at 
Fukushima Azuma Baseball 
Stadium before Japan and 
Australia’s softball teams met 
in the opening event of the 
Olympics. Local media reported 
it was an Asian black bear. ‘I 
woke up to text messages 
asking, is this real? There’s a 
big black bear, saying that it 
got on the field.’ 

TRAILTOKYO
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AMIT Panghal recently had 
sparring sessions with rivals 
from Colombia, France and Az-
erbaijan during the Indian box-
ers’ training camp in Assisi, It-
aly. The Colombia pugilist in 
question was Yuberjen Martin-
ez, Rio Olympics silver medal-
list (light flyweight (49kg). Now, 
it looks like Panghal, who was 
handed a first-round bye during 
the official draw on Thursday, 
could face Martinez in his open-
ing bout on July 31.

Despite being top seed, men’s 
chief  coach CA Kuttappa, dur-
ing an interaction with this 
daily, had said Panghal won’t 
have it easy even during the 
preliminary rounds. “Amit has 
had tough sparring sessions 
with boxers from Colombia, 
France. Based on his perform-
ance, we can see what he can do 
better to improve. He has had 
tough sessions against Yuber-
jen Martinez. So that should 
help,” Kuttappa had said. 

Bearing in mind the draw, the 
coaches had put Panghal to test 

against the Colombian. And 
that could prove to be invalua-
ble as the Haryana boxer could 
be up against Martinez provid-
ed the Colombian beats Rajab 
Otukile Mahommed of  Botswa-
na in the Round of  32 contest. 

If  Amit plays to his potential, 
he could go on to meet arch-
nemesis Shakhobidin Zoirov of  
Uzbekistan in the semifinals. 
There’s also every possibility 
of  meeting fourth seed Algeri-
an Mohamed Flissi in the last-
four stage. Apart from Panghal, 
four other Indians — Lovlina 
Borgohain (69kg), Pooja Rani 
(75kg), Simranjit Kaur (60kg) 
and Satish Kumar (+91kg) — 
got byes and will start their 
campaign from last-16.

Taking part in her second Ol-
ympics, veteran MC Mary Kom 
(51kg) will be trading blows 
against Miguelina Garcia Her-
nandez of  the Dominican Re-
public in the opening round. If  
Mary manages to win, she will 
be up against Colombia’s Ingrit 
Valencia, who’s No 3 seed, in 
the Round of  16. 

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Five get first-round byes, 
tricky for Panghal & Co

or once everything 
seemed quiet in the 
Indian camp. There 
have been teething is-
sues here and there 
but overall indica-
tions were the Na-
tional Sports Federa-

tions, the Indian Olympic 
Association along with the 
sports ministry managed to ac-
commodate requests of  ath-
letes’ requirements. Now it 
seems somewhat like a facade. 
As the curtains are set to go up 

on Friday, there are some dis-
satisfactions am ong athletes, 
coaches and support staff  re-
garding access to venues dur-
ing competitions. There are a 
few coaches and support staff  
from badminton, table tennis, 
swimming, hockey and boxing, 
who are in Tokyo but without 
access to the Games Village and 
competition arena. They can 
access only training venues. 

Let’s go to another related is-
sue. What comes as a surprise 
is that a sport like wrestling 

doesn’t have a physio in the 
mix. All wrestlers felt the need 
for one but wrestler Vinesh 
Phogat had been pleading with 
the federation but nothing as of  
now has materialised. Her re-
quest was forwarded even be-

fore the lists were finalised. 
Considering she is our medal 
hope in wrestling, this seems 
like a gross oversight. However, 
Brajesh Kumar has been listed 
as the physio. He is currently 
with the men wrestlers — Ba-
jrang Punia, Ravi Dahiya and 
Deepak Punia — in Russia and 
will travel to Tokyo for the 
Games. He apparently has a P 
category card. All those with P 
category cards have to stay in 
hotels outside the Village. 

Though the WFI said it had 

sent Vinesh’s physio name, 
Poornima R Ngomdir, to the 
IOA who forwarded it to the To-
kyo organising committee, 
there are some officials who 
claim the name did not figure in 
the initial long list — that is the 
first list each of  the federations 
sent. There have been occasions 
when officials opted out. Fed-
erations like the Badminton As-
sociation of  India managed the 
accreditation process in a much 
more subtle way. 

Full story: newindianexpress.com
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Curious case of Vinesh’s physio; waiting game for a few othersE X P R E S S  R E A D

Injured Washington 
out of England series
CHENNAI: India all-rounder, 
Washington Sundar, is all set 
to return home after suffering 
a finger injury in the UK. It is 
understood that Washington 
has been advised complete 
rest for a month as he 
experienced discomfort while 
batting in practice game. He is 
expected to play in T20 World 
Cup, Venkata Krishna B 
reports; Full story: 
newindianexpress.com

Ceremony chief sacked
Tokyo 2020 organisers fired 

Kentaro Kobayashi, show 
director for the opening 

ceremony, over a skit 
referencing the Holocaust.
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The Tokyo games will give humanity faith in the future as the world 
continues to battle the coronavirus pandemic  - Thomas Bach, IOC president
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