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18
people were killed and dozens injured after rival gangs of 
inmates clashed in two prisons in Ecuador on Thursday 
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BEIJING

CHINA will not participate in the 
second phase of  WHO’s investi-
gation into the origins of  the 
Covid pandemic, a top official an-
nounced on Thursday, after the 
possibility of  the virus leaking 
from a bio lab in Wuhan was in-
cluded by the UN’s top health 
agency in the next stage of  its in-
quiry. China also dismissed re-
ports that some of  the employees 
of  the Wuhan Institute of  Virol-
ogy were infected with the virus 
before it spread to the central 

Chinese city and the world, kill-
ing over 40 lakh people.

China will not follow the World 
Health Organisation’s suggested 
plan on the second phase of  Cov-
id origin-tracing, Zeng Yixin, the 
vice minister of  the National 
Health Commission (NHC), told 
reporters here. The work plan on 
the second-phase origins study 
proposed by the WHO contains 
language that does not respect 
science, he said.

China’s broadside against the 
WHO and its Director General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 

who previously won Beijing’s 
praise and support for praising 
President Xi Jinping’s handling 
of  the coronavirus, came after he 
asked China to be transparent 
and provide raw data.

“Asking China to be transpar-
ent, open and cooperate, especial-
ly on the information, raw data 
that we asked for at the early days 
of  the pandemic. We owe it to the 
millions who suffered and the 
millions who died to know what 
happened,” Tedros had said.

More than four million people 
have died worldwide since the 

start of  the pandemic in Decem-
ber 2019 and WHO has faced 
growing pressure to further in-
vestigate the origins of  the virus. 
Ghebreyesus outlined the terms 
of  the inquiry’s next phase. This 
included looking at certain sci-
ence research institutions. He 
has now called on China to be 
more co-operative about the early 
stages of  the outbreak.

Zeng said the plan has listed 
the hypothesis that China had 
violated lab regulations and 
leaked the virus as one of  the ma-
jor research objectives, and he 

was very shocked after reading 
the proposal, state-run China 
Daily reported.

Instead, the next-phase origin 
tracing should focus on various 
regions and countries, he said, 
reiterating Beijing’s claim that 
Covid broke out in several places 
in the world and China was the 
first to report about it in Decem-
ber, 2019 when it emerged in Wu-
han. Zeng said he was shocked by 
the WHO’s work plan as it has 
been compromised by political 
manipulation and disrespect of  
scientific facts.                  PTI

Covid: China rejects WHO’s plan to revisit Wuhan lab leak theory
Says WHO’s work plan compromised by political manipulation, disrespect of scientific facts; Beijing demands origin tracing be carried out

A medical worker collecting a sample 
of a nucleic acid test for detecting 
coronavirus in Nanjing, in Jiangsu 
province, China |  AFP FILE

Campaign to prevent probe 
China has mounted a campaign to 
avert any move to facilitate 
investigators to probe Covid origin 
in Wuhan. Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said that 55 countries 
have written to Tedros opposing the 
politicisation of the virus origin.


