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Rain damage, poor quality of produc

push up prices of onions & tomatoes

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,OCTOBER 18

PRICES OF onions and tomatoes
have seen a steady but sharprise
in the last couple of months.
After heavy rain in September
and October extensively dam-
aged market-ready crops, ar-
rivals and quality of produce
have been hit, pushing up prices.
This is the first time this year
when vegetables have seen a
good price rally in both the
wholesale and retail markets.
Since the end of August,
heavy rain in Maharashtra and
Karnataka has caused extensive
damage to crops that were

planted in June or July. Heavy
showers in September and
early October saw the same
crop sustaining more damage
justwhen farmers were getting
ready to harvest their produce
post Diwali.

Farmers had also reported
damage to their stocked pro-
duce, harvested in April-May
and known as rabi or unhali
kanda. The overall availability of
onions had started dipping since
end of September.

Data from the website of
Ministry of Food, Public
Distribution and Consumer
Affairs show that retail prices
of both onion and tomatoes
have increased significantly in
the last one month. Onion

prices in Delhi, which cost Rs
33/kg in September, has since
then touched Rs 47/kg in the
national capital.

The price escalation has been
steeper in case of tomatoes, with
Delhi markets now retailing the
kitchen staple at Rs 59/kg, com-
pared to Rs 28/kg a month ago.
In some places across India,
onion prices have touched or
crossed Rs 50/kg while tomato
prices are nearing Rs 60/kg.

At Lasalgaon’s wholesale
market in Niphad taluka of
Maharashtra’s Nashik district,
the average traded price of
onions has been rising since the
third week of September. The
prices, which for most part of the
year were around Rs 1,500-
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IAP charts to screen for metabolic risk
in children better than WHO: study

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,OCTOBER 18

RESEARCHERS HAVE made a
strong case for the use of Indian
Academy of Paediatrics (IAP)
charts to screen for metabolic
risk in children. IAP 2015 charts
(as against the WHO 2007 refer-
ences) had a higher sensitivity in
identifying metabolic risk and
are likely to be more suitable in
Indian children and adolescents,
amulti-centric study has found.

The study, Predictive value of
WHO vs IAP BMI charts foriden-
tification of metabolic risk in
Indian children and adolescents',
was published in the September
issue of the peer-reviewed

charts fared better in positive
predictive value. The prevalence
of overweight/obesity as judged
by IAP charts was higher and a
higher percentage of children
with waist circumference more
than the 90th centile was classi-
fied as overweight/obese by IAP
as against the WHO charts, re-
searchers said.

The difference in specificity
was not statistically significant.
As the IAP 2015 BMI for age
charts use lower cut-offs than
WHO charts (23kg/m 2 and
27kg/m 2 versus 25kg/m 2 and
30kg/m 2 ), they yield better
sensitivity with drawback of
higher number of false posi-
tives, Pune-based Dr Vaman
Khadilkar told The Indian
Express. Khadilkar had led a

could lead to heart disease and
other health problems) in ado-
lescents, assessing metabolic
risk early is critical. BMI is rec-
ommended for diagnosis of obe-
sity in children and adolescents.

"Growth patterns differ
amongst different populations,
especially in children above the
age of five years. This is due to
nutritional, environmental, ge-
netic factors and timing of pu-
berty, which play a major role
not only in the attainment of fi-
nal height but also in the char-
acteristics of the growth curve.
So, it is necessary to have coun-
try-specific growth charts to
monitor growth of children be-
tween 5 and 18 years of age,”
Khadilkar said.

Dr Anuradha Khadilkar, con-

Paediatric

1,600/quintal, have breached Rs
3,300/quintal.

Suresh Deshmukh, a com-
mission agent operating out of
Dindori taluka in Nashik, said
new arrivals were also of poor
quality. “Such onions do not
have much market value and
the only tradable onion now is
the stored onion, which farm-
ers are offloading,” he said.

The National Cooperative
Agricultural Marketing
Federation had tasked
MahaFPC with procuring and
storing 1.82 lakh tonnes of
onions as buffer stock.
MahaFPC has so far offloaded
50 per cent of the stock, with
the rest scheduled to be sold by
November 15. At present,

MahaFPC is delivering to mar-
kets in Mumbai, Kanpur, Patna,
Ranchi, Chennai, Bijapur and
Lucknow. Sources said the sup-
ply of onions was likely to be hit
further once MahaFPC stock
Wwas over.

In case of tomatoes, average
traded price at Karnataka’s
Kolar market has been over Rs
3,000-Rs 3,500/quintal. Traders
in Kolar pointed out that
September rains had caused
damage to the crop in the area.

“The present trend is ex-
pected to continue till end of
December. Prices are also going
to increase as demand in-
creases after the Covid-19 re-
strictions ease out,” said
Deshmukh.

Four arrested for ‘illegally
selling cardiac stimulant’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER 18

The PUNE City Police has ar-
rested four persons, including
two gym trainers and an MBA
graduate, for alleged illegal sale
of Mephentermine Sulphate
Injection, a cardiac stimulant
that is abused as a performance
enhancer by sportspersons.

The police have seized more
than 200vials of the drugallegedly
from the four suspects, who were
arrested inanaction conductedin
coordination with the Food and
Drug Administration.

Officials of Bibvewadi police re-
ceived atip-off on October 16 that
aman was trying to sell perform-
ance enhancers without valid li-
cence or adequate prescription.
The police team initially arrested
a certain Paresh Renuse (33) and
allegedly seized from him six bot-
tles of the Mephentermine
Sulphate Injection.

According to police, Renuse
works a gym trainer. After the
seizure of the Schedule H drug,
the police informed FDA officials.
An offence was registered under
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,

1940 and relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code. In subsequent
searches, 37 more vials of the in-
jection were recovered from
Renuse, police said.

After interrogating Renuse,
two more persons, Praveensingh
Bhati (23), who works at a med-
ical store and Akshay Sambhaji
Wanjale(26),whoworksasagym
trainer, were arrested, police said.
At least 160 more vials of the
Mephentermine Sulphate
Injectionand a car were recovered
from the duo, police said. Working
onmore leads, the police arrested
Shaunak Sankpal (28), an MBA
graduate and seized from him
eight more vials of the injections.

Assistant Inspector Praveen
Kalukhe said, "Mephentermine
Sulphate Injection is a cardiac
stimulant generally prescribed
for low blood pressure. It has
been observed that the drug is
often abused as a performance
enhancer by sports persons, es-
pecially bodybuilders. Its over-
dose can prove fatal. Of the four
arrested, two are gym trainers.
We are now probing how and
from where these suspects pro-
cured this Schedule H drug in
this quantity.”

77-yr-old man duped of Rs 59,200

Pune: A 77-year-old man was
duped of Rs 59,200 by a fraudster
who stole the senior citizen’s debit
card on the pretext of helping him.

The incident took place on
October 15 at Pimple Gurav. The
victim, Raghunath Patil, is a resi-
dent of the same area.

Police said Patil had gone toan
ATMrun by the State Bank of India

where the fraudster approached
him and offered to help in getting
a mini statement from the ma-
chine. The fraudster then swiped
the complainant’s card and got the
mini statement of his bank ac-
count. However, he then cheated
the complainant by returning an-
other ATM card along with the
mini statement. ENS

e Farmers are confused about

which political party is really
talking for them: Raju Shetti

Ahead of the ‘cane conclave', farmer
leader and former MPRAJU SHETTI
recently undertook a tour of the
cane-growing areas of both
Maharashtraand Karmataka. An an-
nual event of the farmer’s outfit
Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghtana,
the conclave has been historically a
show of strength for the outfit, dur-
ingwhichit decides on the course of
action for the next crushing season.
Shetti spoke to PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS about the Conclave and the
expectations of farmers fromit.

What are the main issues
before cane growers ahead of
next crushing season?

One of the biggest problems
facing cane growers from
Maharashtraand Karnatakais the
damage caused to standing crop
duethefloods.Such cane hastobe
harvested at the earliest so the
cane conclave would have to take
a decision about any movement
keeping thatinmind. Ourownes-
timations show that along the bor-
der areas of Maharashtra and
Karnataka, nearly 10 lakh tonnes

of cane have sustained damage in
some form of the other. The gov-
ernment has not come to the aid
of these farmers in any way so we
have to ensure these farmers do
not lose out financially.

The second big question before
the cane grower is the decision of
many mills to pay the FRP(Fairand
Remunerative Price) in install-
ments. This is completely illegal
and will be an important issue in

pointed out that cane growers are
unable to getadvantage of the zero
interest farm loan schemes, given
the fact that their repayment hap-
pens after a year - the crop itself
stays on thefield for 14-18 months.
Nowy, if the FRP is paid in install-
ments, why should the farmers
notbeallowed torepay theirloans
alsoininstallments?

Farmers and farm laws have

the conclave. been at the forefront of
politics, both in the state and at

Youhaverecentlyconcludeda  the Centre. Whatis the

tour of all the cane-growing political atmosphere among

areas of the state. Whatarethe  farmersin the state?

main concerns at the ground
level?

The biggest issue before cane
farmers is the way in which mills
are using cane registration forms
to take their consent for part pay-
ment of FRP. Farmers are coerced
into this without their knowledge
and in some cases the mills
threaten not to harvest cane if
farmers do not sign the form.
During my tour, cane farmers
raised this matter repeatedly. They

Cane growers in the state are
inafixabout which political party
really talks about them. Niti
Aayog, the central planning body,
had first proposed legalising pay-
ment of FRPin three installments.
Back in the state, the strongest
support of this move has come
from Sharad Pawar, the supposed
architect of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government. Farmers are
confused about whoisreally talk-
ing for them.

BJP remains silent on Pankaja Munde’s
criticism, NCP says she ‘highlighted facts’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER18

AFTER BJP national secretary

Pankaja Munde criticised leaders
of her own party for repeatedly
stating that the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government will fall,

Keshav Upadhaye also refused to
comment. "No, there is no state-
ment from the party nor fromany
of our leaders...," he said. Asked
whether BJPleaders will stop say-
ing the MVA will fall, Upadhaye
said, "Wait and see.”

The state unit of the NCP, how-

ever, praised Munde for "stating
facts". "We appreciate her state-
ment. She has rightly slammed BJP
leaders for repeatedly stating that
the MVA will fall... Instead of play-
ing the role of a strong opposition
party, BJPis indulging in dirty pol-
itics...” said a NCP leader.

the NCP has praised

Munde for "highlight-
ing the fact" while the
BJP continued to re-
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Journal of
Endocrinology Metabolism.
The study was conducted
among 1,418 healthy school-go-
ing children of age 9-18 years.

committee of experts that de-
signed the IAP chartin 2015 and
is one of the study authors.
WHO cut-offs have better
positive predictive value but

sultant paediatrician and deputy
director of Hirabai Cowasji
Jehangir Medical Research
Institute, whois one of the study
authors, told The Indian Express,
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