
Three kids die after Measles, Rubella shots
As part of routine drive, in Belgavi district, 21 children received MR and other vaccines after which four took ill  

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

THREE children have died af-
ter receiving Measles and Ru-
bella (MR) vaccine jabs in Bela-
gavi district. About 21 children 
were given MR and other vac-
cine shots in the Salahalli Pri-
mary Health Centre limits in 
Ramdurg taluk on January 12. 
Among them, the health of  the 
four children worsened, subse-
quently three children died, 
while one child is still fighting 
for survival in the hospital.

The deceased have been iden-
tified as Pavitra Hulagur (13 
months) and Madhu Umesh Ka-
ragundi (14 months), both resi-
dents of  Bochabal village, Ram-
durg taluk and Chetan (15 
months), a resident of  Mal-

lapur village of  Ramdurg 
taluk. 

According to the health offi-
cials, the routine monthly vac-
cination session was conducted 
in all the PHC limits in Ram-
durg on January 11 and 12. 
About 21 children were given 
routine vaccine shots at angan-
wadi centres in Bochbal village 
in the Salahalli Primary health 
centre limits on January 12. 
The four children among those 
who were given Measles and 
Rubella vaccines. 

First dose of  below one-year 
was given to two children while 
the MR dose of  above one year 
was given to two children. The 
Penta and Polio vaccine was 
given to 17 other children at the 
vaccination centre. After two 
hours, the four children who 

were given MR dose, started 
feeling uneasy, and had diar-
rhoea symptoms. They were 
taken to Ramdurg taluk hospi-
tal. However, one child died in 
the taluk hospital while one 
died after returning home. As 
the condition of  two other chil-
dren worsened, they were re-
ferred to BIMS Hospital, Bela-
gavi on the same day. However, 
one child died while giving 
treatment in the ICU on Satur-
day night and another child is 

fighting for survival in the 
hospital.

Bhimashi Hadimani, Grama 
Panchayat member of  Bocha-
bal said, “The health depart-
ment officials were not cau-
tious while conducting the 
vaccination drive. There is 
some negligence on the part of  
the health staff.”  

District Health Officer Dr SV 
Munyal said, “The vaccination 
drive was arranged separately 
at the centre at Bochbal. After 
discussing with the paediatric 
specialist, we came to know 
that children might have be-
come victims due to reaction to 
the vaccine. But, I had never 
seen such a kind of  a reaction 
before. We found new symp-
toms like diarrhoea, loose mo-
tion in children after MR 

vaccination.” 
“We have conducted the post-

mortem of  a baby and conduct-
ed all legal processes. On re-
ceiving information on January 
12, we formed a District level 
Adverse Reaction Following 
Immunisation (ARFI) Commit-
tee and discussed this incident 
in the Committee.  We have col-
lected the urine, faecal, and 
blood samples, and sent them to 
state level and national level 
laboratories for testing. I have 
also directed the Reproductive 
and Child Health Officer 
(RCHO) to submit a report by 
evaluating the vaccination 
process, protocol, vaccination 
storage and distribution sys-
tem in Ramdurg and further 
measures will be taken once we 
get reports,” he said.

After discussing with the paediatric 
specialist, we came to know that 

children might have become victims 
due to reaction to the vaccine

Dr SV Munyali, District Health Officer

CELEBRATING THE RHYTHM 
 Artistes performing a classical dance during Sankranthi Sambaralu organised by AP 

Tourism department on Sunday | P RAVINDRA BABU

Secunderabad Club 
gutted in pre-dawn fire
P I N T O  D E E P A K  @ Hyderabad

A ravaging pre-dawn fire de-
voured a major portion of  the 
144-year old iconic Secundera-
bad Club here on Sunday.

The fire reduced sixty per-
cent of  the main building of  
the club to ashes, which also 
houses the offices of  the Club 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  o t h e r 
functionaries.

As many as seven fire ten-
ders from different parts of  the 
city rushed to the club going up 
in flames in Secunderabad 
abutting the Rajiv Raha-
dari  highway and 
brought the fire under 
control after battling 
with leaping flames for 
hours.

Though the fire was 
huge, it did not spread out of  
the building and also to the 
Club’s fuel station located a few 
hundred metres from the af-
fected part. If  the fire had 
spread to the fuel station, the 
damage would have been exten-
sive, officials said.

As a major portion of  the 
building is made of  wood, fire 
spread rapidly resulting in a 
huge property loss. The bar lo-
cated in the ground floor of  the 
building added fuel to the fire. 
As the fire occurred in the ear-
ly hours and there was no 
movement of  people, a major 
mishap has been averted, said 
fire officials. Area spread 
around 25,000 SQ FT was gutted 
in the incident, they said.

After serving members on 
Saturday, the club closed at 11 
p.m., after which the clearing 

up work continued for some-
time. Around 3am on Sunday, 
there were only security per-
sonnel and some kitchen staff  
working. It was the security 
personnel who noticed fire first 
and immediately alerted the 
fire department and police.

The staff  who first saw the 
fire told officials that it spread 
from top portion to the lower 
parts of  the building.  Police 
and fire teams rushed to the 
spot and began battling with 
the rogue flames. Before the 

fire tenders arrived, the club 
staff  tried to contain the 

fire using the fire extin-
guishers, but to of  no 
avial , as the fire was 
huge, which had by 

then engulfed the build-
i n g  w i t h i n  a  f e w 

minutes.
Chandana Deepti, DCP North 

Zone, Hyderabad city police 
told Express that the exact 
cause of  fire is yet to be estab-
lished, as the building was bad-
ly damaged and is now in an 
unsafe condition to enter the 
area. Only the skeletal struc-
ture is left after the fire came 
under control  which can come 
down anytime. “ We are inves-
tigating various angles. Sam-
ples from the spot would also be
sent for forensic analysis. The 
property loss is also yet to be 
ascertained.” Police are also 
verifying if  the Club has a fire 
safety mechanism and whether 
fire safety drills are conducted 
at the place on a regular basis. 

 Along with Police, fire and 
electricity departments are 
also probing the incident.

Secunderabad Club, one of the most prestigious clubs in the country, was gutted in 
a fire during the early hours of Sunday |  EXPRESS

Save cows, says TTD board member
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

TTD Trust Board member 
Pokala Ashok Kumar said 
there is every need to save the 
cows and especially enhance 
Desi breeds for the sake of  fu-
ture generations. The Kanuma 
festivities took place at SV 
Dairy Farm in Tirupati on 
Sunday. 

Speaking on the occasion he 
said, TTD has taken up various 

G a u  S a m r a k s h a n a  p ro -
grammes in recent times to 
protect cows including Gudiko 
Gomata, Go Puja in every tem-
ple and many more. 

He called upon everyone to 
know about the significance of  
Gomata in Hindu Sanatana 
Dharma and take an oath to 
protect cows. CVSO Gopinath 
Jatti said Gau puja on Kanuma 
is one of  the most ancient fes-
tivities in India. 

He urged everyone not to for-
get the roots of  Hindu Dharma 
while marching ahead in a 
tech-savvy world.

Earlier, special pujas were 
performed to Sri Venugopala 
Swamy followed by the Gau 
puja mahotsavam. The entire 
premises was spruced up in a 
traditional manner to match 
the occasion. Gosala director 
Dr Harnath Reddy and others 
were also present.

Actor Mammootty has tested 
positive for Covid. The actor has 
quarantined himself in his house a 
and his health condition is stable 

MAMMOOTTY 
TESTS POSITIVE

HEMA COMMISSION 
REPORT SHOULD BE 
MADE PUBLIC: WCC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

FIVE members of  the Women 
In Cinema Collective (WCC) on 
Sunday met Women’s Commis-
sion chairperson P Sathidevi 
demanding the disclosure of  
Hema Commission report that 
studied the troubles being faced 
by the women in the film 
industry. 

The commission was con-
stituted based on the 
WCC’s request before 
Chief  Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan against 
the backdrop of  the ac-
tress abduction incident 
in 2017. P Sathidevi, how-
ever, told reporters here that 
there is no need to publish the 
Hema Commission report. that 
was submitted to the govern-
ment in 2018. According to the 
government, the report was not 
to be made public in order to 
respect the privacy of  the state-
ments given by the women in 
film industry. 

The WCC members - director 
Anjali Menon, singer Sayano-
ra, script writer Deedi Damo-

daran, actor Parvathy Thiruva-
oth and Padmapriya - had to 
approach the women’s commis-
sion again as they alleged that 
the government has not consid-
ered their recommendations, 
despite the commission having 
submitted its report four years 
ago. 

She said that she  would in-
form the government about the 
issues raised by the WCC re-

garding the problems of  
women in the industry. It 

was up to the film pro-
duction companies to 
ensure safety of  women 
and the government 

should take further ac-
tion on the Hema commit-

tee report, she said.
Actress Parvathy Thiruvoth 

has said she has detailed her 
personal problems before the 
Hema committee. “Those who 
post on social media in support 
of  the actress who was assault-
ed should clarify whether there 
is an internal complaint com-
mittee in their own production 
company. That is how we should 
stand with women,” said 
Parvathy. 

EXPRESS READ
B’luru still start-up hub, 
14 firms win awards
Bengaluru: Bengaluru retained its 
title of India's start-up hub with 
14 companies being recognised at 
the National Start-Up Awards 
2021. In all, 46 start-ups from 
across the country were chosen, 
and 14 firms from Karnataka 
made up for 30 per cent of all the 
awards given this year, said IT-BT 
and Skill Development Minister Dr 
CN Ashwath Narayan, in 
Bengaluru on Sunday. The 14 
startups focus on agriculture, 
animal husbandry, education and 
skill development, enterprise 
systems, fintech, health and 
wellness, industry 4.0, transport 
and travel.  ENS
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