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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 27 24 TDS
Colombo 29 26 LC
Dhaka 32 27 TDS
Dubai 41 29 SNY
Houston 32 24 SNY
Istanbul 26 16 LC
London 18 9 LC

Los Angeles 37 23 LC
Melbourne 16 4 HR
Moscow 14 9 HR
New York 31 20 LC
Singapore 31 26 TDS
Toronto 22 16 LC
Washington 31 19 LC

30 years ago 
when the co�n of Queen Elizabeth II was 
built by specialist firm Henry Smith
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LONDON 

QUEEN Elizabeth II’s coffin 
was on Monday lowered into 
the Royal Vault at St George’s 
Chapel in Windsor Castle, 
bringing to an end public 
mourning for Britain’s longest-
reigning monarch.

The “second Elizabethan 
age” was symbolically brought 
to a close when the highest-
ranking official in the royal 
household, Lord Chamberlain 
Andrew Parker, broke his wand 
of  office and the Imperial State 
Crown, orb and sceptre were 
placed on the high altar.

The Queen’s funeral service 
at Westminster Abbey ebbed 
between moments of  triumph 
and peace, lament and emotion 
— and awesome majesty.

Inside the imposing Gothic 
church, royalty and govern-
ment leaders said farewell to a 
monarch whose longevity and 
omnipresence made her — in 
the words of  French President 
Emmanuel Macron — “The 
Queen”.

It was at the abbey in 1953 
that she was crowned. It was 
there that she married Prince 
Philip, in 1947. The coffin was 

borne in procession from near-
by Westminster Hall and the 
thunder of  the approaching 
drums and sound of  the massed 
pipes reverberated in the 
church as the procession passed 
outside.

Westminster Abbey’s tenor 
bell tolled every minute for 96 
minutes, signifying the age at 
which Britain’s longest-reign-
ing sovereign died on Septem-
ber 8. Each strike added to the 

anticipation, while the organ 
music, played in minor keys, 
grew louder and deeper as the 
bearer party approached.

As the coffin arrived at the 
Great West Door, the 2,000 con-
gregants stood in a wave 
spreading towards the altar.

Eight Grenadier Guardsmen 
in scarlet jackets, their bear-
skin hats removed, carried the 
coffin over the memorial stone 
for Winston Churchill, the first 

of  Queen Elizabeth II’s 15 prime 
ministers. 

The late monarch’s eldest 
son, King Charles III, led the 
royal family walking slowly be-
hind the coffin. The service in-
cluded Bible readings by Com-
monwealth Secretary-General 
Patricia Scotland and by Liz 
Truss -- appointed by the queen 
as her last British prime minis-
ter only two days before she 
passed away.  Agencies

LONDON 

“IN loving and devoted memo-
ry, Charles R.” This handwrit-
ten card from King Charles III 
placed among the colourful 
flowers lying over rich green 
foliage gave personal touch to 
British Queen Elizabeth II’s 
coffin during the late mon-
arch’s  f inal  jour ney on 
Monday.

The gold, pink and deep bur-
gundy colour flowers and 
plants, taken from the gardens 
of  royal properties, were cho-
sen for their symbolism, the 
BBC reported.

At King Charles III’s request, 
the wreath for the Britain’s 
longest-serving monarch’s fu-
neral contained flowers and fo-
liage cut from the gardens of  

Buckingham Palace and 
Clarence House in London — 
and Highgrove House in 
Gloucestershire, it said.

The colourful flowers and 
plants were chosen for their 
symbolism — Rosemary for re-
membrance, Myrtle, the an-
cient symbol of  a happy mar-
riage, cut from a plant that was 
grown from a sprig of  myrtle in 
The Queen’s wedding bouquet 
in 1947, and English oak, a na-
tional symbol of  strength, in a 
nod to the Queen’s constancy 
and steadfast duty. It also sym-
bolises the strength of  love, it 
added.

Unlike Monday’s colourful 
wreath, more traditional white 
funeral wreaths sat atop the 
Queen’s coffin on her final jour-
ney from Balmoral.  PTI

King’s handwritten note adds 
personal touch to funeral

WORLD BIDS FINAL GOODBYE 
TO QUEEN ELIZABETH II

After poignant state funeral, the late monarch’s body lowered into royal vault at St George’s Chapel 

Queen Elizabeth II ’s coffin lies inside the Westminster Abbey during the state funeral on Monday |  AFP

The Ceremonial Procession arrives at the Windsor Castle on Monday afternoon |  AFP

L O N G  D A Y 

A police officer who collapsed outside 
Westminster Abbey is carried away |  AP

People attend to a Buckingham Palace 
staff who fainted near the palace |  AFP


