
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  SW: Snow  
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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 27 24 TDS
Colombo 29 26 LC
Dhaka 32 27 TDS
Dubai 41 29 SNY
Houston 32 24 SNY
Istanbul 26 16 LC
London 18 9 LC

Los Angeles 37 23 LC
Melbourne 16 4 HR
Moscow 14 9 HR
New York 31 20 LC
Singapore 31 26 TDS
Toronto 22 16 LC
Washington 31 19 LC

30 years ago 
when the co�n of Queen Elizabeth II was 
built by specialist firm Henry Smith
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LONDON 

QUEEN Elizabeth II’s coffin 
was on Monday lowered into 
the Royal Vault at St George’s 
Chapel in Windsor Castle, 
bringing to an end public 
mourning for Britain’s longest-
reigning monarch.

The “second Elizabethan 
age” was symbolically brought 
to a close when the highest-
ranking official in the royal 
household, Lord Chamberlain 
Andrew Parker, broke his wand 
of  office and the Imperial State 
Crown, orb and sceptre were 
placed on the high altar.

The Queen’s funeral service 
at Westminster Abbey ebbed 
between moments of  triumph 
and peace, lament and emotion 
— and awesome majesty.

Inside the imposing Gothic 
church, royalty and govern-
ment leaders said farewell to a 

monarch whose longevity and 
omnipresence made her — in 
the words of  French President 
Emmanuel Macron — “The 
Queen”.

It was at the abbey in 1953 
that she was crowned. It was 
there that she married Prince 

Philip, in 1947. The coffin was 
borne in procession from near-
by Westminster Hall and the 
thunder of  the approaching 
drums and sound of  the massed 
pipes reverberated in the 
church as the procession passed 
outside. 

Westminster Abbey’s tenor 
bell tolled every minute for 96 
minutes, signifying the age at 
which Britain’s longest-reign-
ing sovereign died on Septem-
ber 8. 

Each strike added to the an-
ticipation, while the organ mu-
sic, played in minor keys, grew 
louder and deeper as the bearer 
party approached.

As the coffin arrived at the 
Great West Door, the 2,000 con-
gregants stood in a wave 
spreading towards the altar.

Eight Grenadier Guardsmen 
in scarlet jackets, their bear-
skin hats removed, carried the 
coffin over the memorial stone 
for Winston Churchill, the first 
of  Queen Elizabeth II’s 15 prime 
ministers. 

The late monarch’s eldest 
son, King Charles III, led the 
royal family walking slowly be-
hind the coffin.             Agencies

WORLD BIDS FINAL GOODBYE 
TO QUEEN ELIZABETH II

After poignant state funeral, the late monarch’s body lowered into royal vault at St George’s Chapel 

Queen Elizabeth II ’s coffin lies inside the Westminster Abbey during the state 
funeral on Monday |  AFP

L O N G  D A Y 

A police officer who collapsed outside 
Westminster Abbey is carried away |  AP

People attend to a Buckingham Palace 
staff who fainted near the palace |  AFP

LONDON 

“IN loving and devoted memo-
ry, Charles R.” This handwrit-
ten card from King Charles III 
placed among the colourful 
flowers lying over rich green 
foliage gave personal touch to 
British Queen Elizabeth II’s 
coffin during the late mon-
arch’s final journey on Mon-
day. The gold, pink and deep 
burgundy colour flowers and 
plants, taken from the gardens 
of  royal properties, were cho-
sen for their symbolism, the 
BBC reported.

At King Charles III’s re-
quest, the wreath for the Brit-
ain’s longest-serving mon-
arch’s funeral contained 
flowers and foliage cut from 
the gardens of  Buckingham 
Palace and Clarence House in 
London — and Highgrove 
House in Gloucestershire, it 
said.

The colourful flowers and 
plants were chosen for their 
symbolism — Rosemary for re-
membrance, Myrtle, the an-
cient symbol of  a happy mar-

riage, cut from a plant that 
was grown from a sprig of  
myrtle in The Queen’s wed-
ding bouquet in 1947, and Eng-
lish oak, a national symbol of  
strength, in a nod to the 
Queen’s constancy and stead-
fast duty. 

It  also symbolises the 
strength of  love, it added.The 
flowers in the Queen’s funeral 
wreath featured scented pelar-
goniums, garden roses, autum-
nal hydrangea, sedum, dahlias 
and scabious, all in shades of  
gold, pink and deep burgundy, 
with touches of  white, to re-
flect the colours in the Royal 
Standard flag on which it sat, 
it said.

The wreath was made in a 
sustainable way instead in a 
nest of  English moss and oak 
branches at the request of  
King Charles, who is well-
known for his commitment to 
the environment, it added.

Unlike Monday’s colourful 
wreath, more traditional white 
funeral wreaths sat atop the 
Queen’s coffin on her final 
journey from Balmoral.  PTI

King’s handwritten note adds 
personal touch to funeral 

RUSSIAN MISSILE LANDS CLOSE TO 
NUCLEAR PLANT IN UKRAINE’S EAST 
KYIV

A Russian missile struck close to a 
nuclear power plant in southern 
Ukraine without damaging the three 
reactors but hit other industrial 
equipment in what Ukrainian au-
thorities denounced Monday as an 
act of  “nuclear terrorism.” 

The strike followed warnings 
from Russian President Vladimir 
Putin of  possible stepped-up attacks 
on Ukrainian infrastructure after 
his forces suffered humiliating bat-

tlefield setbacks. It also renewed 
fears of  a possible radioactive disas-
ter in the nearly 7-month-long war. 
The missile struck within 
300 meters of  reactors at 
the Pivdennoukrainsk 
plant, also known as the 
South Ukraine Nuclear 
Power Plant, blasting a 
crater 2 meters deep and 4 
meters across, according to Ukrain-
ian nuclear operator Energoatom. 

Black-and-white CCTV footage re-
leased by Ukraine’s Ministry of  De-

fense showed two large fireballs 
erupting one after the other in the 
dark, followed by incandescent 
showers of  sparks. A time stamp on 
the video read 19 minutes after 
midnight.

The ministry and Energoatom 
both called the strike “nuclear ter-
rorism.” The Russian Defense Min-
istry had no immediate comment. 
The United Nations’ nuclear watch-
dog, the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. 

EXPRESS READ
Writer Meena Kandasamy 
wins German literary award 
Feminist writer Meena Kandasamy is the 
winner of this year’s Hermann Kesten 
Prize by the German PEN Center, German 
broadcaster DW News reported on 
Monday. “Honestly, I am not sure how to 
process it,” Kandasamy told DW News. 
“Previous recipients include Günter Grass 
and Harold Pinter, and the weight of what 
this prize means is actually still sinking 
in,” she said. Kandasamy noted that she 
sees the award “not only as an 
affirmation of what I have done, but of 
the historical responsibility that we all 
have as progressive writers and artists in 
India today.”Vice-president of the German 
PEN Center Cornelia Zetzsche called the 
37-year-old born in Chennai, “a fearless 
fighter for democracy and human rights, 
for the free word and against the 
suppression of landless people, minorities 
and Dalits in India”. 


